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[57] ABSTRACT

A pointer controlled by a pointing device, such as a
mouse, is temporarily removed from a visual display
screen when a first character is being updated on the
screen. The pointer is left hidden from the screen until
the event causing screen updating has been idle for a
predetermined period of time. The pointer is not re-
moved from the screen if the keystroke or other hiding
event is invalid in the current context of the application
program. The pointer is also immediately redisplayed if
an event associated with the pointing device, such as
either pointing device movement of pointing device
button clicking, is detected.
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